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DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17 - c~4
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Noticeof 90-Day Finding
on Petition to List the Santa Ana
Mountains Population of the California
Mountain Lion as Endangered
AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petitionfinding.

SUMMARY: TheFishandWildlife Service
(Service)announcesa90-daypetition
finding to list theSantaAnaMountains
populationof theCaliforniamountain
lion (Fellsconcolor co.lifornica)as
endangeredundertheEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973, asamended(Act).
The Servicefindsthat thepetitiondid
not presentsubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationindicating that
thepopulationmeetsthedefinition of
“species”undertheAct.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
documentwasmadeon November4,
1994. Informationandcommentsmay
be submitteduntil furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsregardingthis petitionshould
besubmittedto theField Supervisor,
U.S. FishandWildlife Service,Carlsbad
Field Office, 2730 LokerAvenueWest,
Carlsbad,California 92008.Thepetition.
theService’sfinding, andadditional
informationareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theabove
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Gail C. Kobetichat theaboveaddress
(telephone619/431—9440).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973, asamended(16

U.S.C.1531 etseq.),requiresthatthe
Servicemakeafinding onwhethera
petition to list, delist,or reclassi1~’a -

speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto indicate that
thepetitionedactionmaybewarranted.
Thisfinding is to bebasedonall
informationavailableto theServiceat
thetimethe finding is made.To the
maximumextentpracticable,this
finding isto bemadewithin 90 daysof
thereceiptof thepetition,andthe
finding is to bepublishedpromptly in
theFederalRegister.

TheServicehasnow madea90-day
finding on apetition to list theSanta
AnaMountainspopulationof the
Californiamountainlion (Fellsconcolor
californica).The petition,dated
February25, 1992,wassubmittedby
Mr. Mark Palmer,ConservationDirector
andChiefExecutiveOfficer of the
MountainLion Foundation,and
receivedby theServiceon February27,
1992. Thepetitionerrequestedthat the
SantaAnaMountainspopulationof the
California mountainlion beaddedto
thelist of endangeredspecies.

Therangeof theCalifornia mountain
lion encompassesmostofCalifornia,
southernOregon,westernNevada,and
northernBajaCalifornia, Mexico.
Although thepetition presents
information (BeierandBarrett1993)
suggestingdeteriorationof themountain
lion’s habitatanda populationdecline
within theSantaAnaMountainsof
Orange,westernRiversideandnorthern
SanDiegoCounties,California,
insufficientevidenceexiststhat this
populationis discreteandnaturally
isolatedfrom theremainderof this
subspecies.Mountain lions,paticularly
malesandyoungeranimals,arewell
knownto bewide ranging,with possible
dispersalin excessof 160kilometers
(100 miles).Additionally, insufficient
evidenceexiststo demonstratethat
theselions aresignificantin termsof
morphological,genetic.or behavioral

distinctnessascomparedto the
subspeciesoverall.Therefore,theSanta
AnaMountainspopulationof the•
Californiamountainlion doesnot meet
thedefinition of a“species”asdefined
by theAct.

The Servicehasreviewedthepetition
andotherliteratureandinformation
availablein theService’sfiles. Onthe
basisof thebestscientificand
commercialInformationavailable,the
Servicefindsthepetitiondoesnot
presentsubstantialinformation,that the
SantaAnaMountainspopulationof the
Californiamountainlion meetsthe
definition of a“species”undersection
3(15)of the Act. This actionplacesthe
SantaAnaMountainpopulationof the
Californiamountainlion into category
3—B for thepurposesof futurecandidate
assessment;this categoryis for inactive
candidatesdeterminedto not meetthe
definition of “species”undertheAct.

if additionaldatabecomeavailablein
thefuture, theServicemayreassessits
finding.
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Author

The primaryauthorof this document
is FredM. Roberts,CarlsbadField Office
(seeADDRESSES section).

Authority

The authorityfor this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct (16U.S.C. 1531
et seq.).

Dated: November4. 1994.

BruceBlanchard,
Director. FishandWildlife Service.
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